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ECCLESIASTES 2. 2T. 


Who knoweth the Spirit of Man that goeth 
upward, and the Spirit of the Beaft that 
 goeth downward to the Earth? 


HIS ſeemeth but an odd kind 
of — and of all the Books 


in the World one would leaft 


; have expected it from the Holy Bible. 


That was written to nſtrut men in Rogh 
zeonſneſs; but this tendeth rather to the 
hardening of them' in their Wickednels: 
That was to build us up in our moſt Holy 
Faith, but this ſtriketh at the very Root 

of all Religion. 


Before therefore we give any Anſwer 
to the Queſtion,it may do wellto enquire 
how it cometh to be asked?: Ag it' pro- 
ceedeth - from: Solomore (whole Book'this _. 
&)-it may Kartle us _—_ that a Mag. _ 
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Ft 5 ) | 
of his Superlative Parts and Wiſdom: 
ſhould infinuate ſo dangerous and wretch- 
ed an Opinion! Speak ſo ſlightly of the 
Souls of Men, as if they were no dther 
than ſuch as Beaſts have | Tt we look into 


the main Driit of his Writings,we ſhall 


find he had quite another Notion of 
them; and Chap. 12. 7. he afhrmeth ex- 
preſly, T hat when the Duſt ſhall go to the 
Earth as it was, our Spirits ſhall return un- 
to God that gavethem. W hat then? Doth 
be uſe Lighineſs, that his Word towards us 
4 Tea and Nay? No ſurely, not fo nei- 
ther; but he bringeth- in this not as a 


: Do@Grine, but a Misfortune, not as an Af 


ſertion that ſo it is; but as a Lamentation, 
that fo it is thought, that there is no dit- 
ference between oxr Souls and thoſe that 
are in the Beaſts. 


Among: the Vanities the Sons of Men 


Jabour under, he accounteth. this as- one 


-of the Chief, that they do notunderſtand 


Nor know, themſelves, becaule it is not. fo 
__ Mo very 


T3) 
very obvioustothe heedlels common Eye; -_ 
and we fare in the ſame manner with the 
.other Creatures here both in Life and 
Death : He obſerveth men are ſo beſot- 
ted as to imagine it is ſoafter Death too, 
that it is all one then allo,and we no more 
furvive than they do, This he bewail- 
eth as the Occaſion of many more Evils 
than otherwiſe would be under the Sun ; 
and yeta Dilcaſe ſo Epidemical, that it was 
rare to find them who were wholly free 
from it, jadging the T houghtsof others by 
thoſe which himſelf had ſometimes had, 
and ſpeaking in the name of the Perſon he 
had formerly been; he maketh as if the 
contrary I enent were but a bare Surmize, 
and that which no body could be ſure of, 
who knoweth the Spirit of Man that goeth 
upward, and the Spirit of the Beaſt that 
goeth downward to the Earth. 


This is the ſad caſe that is hereupbrai- 
ded, and (Oh! ) that there were no rea- 
| ſon to continue it, that the Cauſe had 

B 2 _ _- caald 


ceaſed with that Age it was written in, 
-and that in ours it were as groundlels as 
tis doleful! Burt Men talk too extrava- 


{ oantly to let us think fo charitably ; and 
| what is here repreſented but as a Tem- 
| ptation, is now adopted into an Opini- 
i ON. 

F | 

{ That therefore what 1s here obſerved, 


may tend to our better edifying, I ſhall 
diſcourſe upon the Deſign and Scope of 
it under theſe following Propoſitions. 


Firſt, That all men are not fo well 
2 convinced and ſatisfied as they ought, 
b | that their own Souls are other than fuch 
Bf as Beaſts have, they heſitate, as if they 
£ | they could not well tell what to think of 
oY it: Who knoweth, &C. 


| Secondly, That though it be not fo e- 
vidently- apprehended, yet there-1s-a won- 
dertul and real Difference between them; 
The -Spirit- of Man goeth- upward, _ 
br Es CG _  -* 1.60 


bo j | bekly profek-to * 'believe betters Bur <2 


thi Spirit he pes, Bo gn dapiwind ts 
the Earth. 


Laſtly, That the eberiing and Cont: 
deration of this Difference would'be ari 
excellent Remedy for the mortifying and 
remoying the Sins and Vanities of Hu- 
mane Lite: To this he doth aſcribe them, 
that Men: have not a due Sence of their 
own Excellency and 'Immortality, -V/ho 


knoweth the Spirit of Man, &c. 
| begin gyith the Firſt of theſe, That all - 


Men are not ſo well convinced and {ati(- 
fied as they ought, that their own Souls 
are other than ſuch as Beaſts have. It 
mult be acknowledged for the Honour of 


our Specres, that the National od Jock 
throughout "the World, hath and doth 


ei he » 


every. where run” in hs ——_ : 
There is nota Kingdom or Countr 

the Face of 'the whole Earth,” yet be: 
vered; ſo'barbarous; which doth" ict pub? 


£209 
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| Spirit that ſearcheth all things giveth ano- 


ther kind of Account of Mens Perſonal 
Inward Perlwaſtons ; and acquainteth us, 
that they who do not deny the received 
notion of themas falle,yet very ordinarily 
are but too miſtruſiful whether it be 
true. | 


Gerſon telleth of a Friend of his, who 
for a long while had been very much 
fluctuating in his Mind about this thing, 
that at laſt came to him, and with great 
Joy told him, That by Reading and 
Meditation, -by Prayer, and the ule of 
Means, he was attained to ſuch a Plero- 
phory, that he did now no more queſti- 
on the things that are not ſeen than the 
things that are ſeen ; and did as firmly be- 


' lieve the Immortality of his Soul, as he did 


the Mortality of his Body. Such are the 
Fruits of pious and ſincere Endeavours, 
that by the Bleſſing of God they over- 
come and conquer theſe untoward vulpi- 
cions; but without them they do not ule . 

ES as” 


# 
þ 
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to go off of themſelves, but by Fits and 


Occaſions will diſturb and haunt us. 


And there are two things in our very 
Conſtitution- that do much contribute to 
!t. | 


The Firſt is, the very little we underſtand 
in this State of what the Soul ts. . Ohe (like 
the Eye) ſeeth all things elſe, but cannot 
ſee her ſelf but in an imperfe& Looking- 
Glaſs : Could ſhe behold her. ſelf as ſhe 
is, ſhe could never doubt more: Then 
ſhe would accoſt her ſelf as Facob did his 
Brother, and'fay, 1 have ſeen thy Face 
as the Face of God, She would diſcover 
ſomething Divine and Celeſtial in her 


own Countenance:: But now, asa Child 


of high: Deſcent that was dropped at* his 
Birth in a ſtrange Place, and can give 
no Account of his own Quality, is-eaft- 


ly made'believe, that they are his Parents 


with' whom he hath lived ever ſince he 


can. remember, afd- thoſe his Brethren 


with - 


- 


en eonDonngy Ser 


with whom he hath uſed to eat and play. 
So it is here; being placed in the Body, 
and dwelling there from the very firſt, it 
is apt to be perſwaded it hath no other 
Original; . but is the Produ& of Matter, 
as that which animateth the other Crea- 
tures; and ſo in this Sence ſaith to Corrup- 
tion, thou art my Father, and to the Worm, 
thou art. my Mother and my Siſter, 


They who have ſearched moſt indu- 


ſtriouſty after her, the moſt profound-and 


eminent Philolophers do not at all agree 


im their Diſcoveries: Some will have it 
.one thing and ſome another ; and fo far 
1s what the belt of them have ſaid from 
atisfying others, that it is plain enough 
from Socrates's, Ariſtotle's, T ully's, Seneca's 


faint miſgiving Paſſages about her, it hath 
been: unſatisfactory to them themſelves. 


Weare formally taught that it is a Spi- 


rit ; but when all is done we cannot tell - 


what a Spirit ts, and all thatwe knowof | 
4t, is only what it is not. Though ſhe: be | 


within #5 


? . 
OS. 0 . 
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within  us-we cannot perceive her, ſhe 
putteth a Veil upon her ſhining Face,and 
near us as ſhe is we cannot diſcern the 
Form of her : And that may be one Ac- 
count why Men are fo aggered about 
the Pre-eminence of their Souls, the very 
little they truly underſtand of what the 


Soul is. 


The other is the very great Reſem- 
blance between them and thoſe the Beaſts 
have in their Fun#ions and Operations, 
The curious and uſeful Offices whichours 
perform in us, it is viſible #herrs allo per- 
form in them. Do ours give Life and 
Motion to, the Body ? So do theirs too. 
Do we ſee, and hear, and feel, and ſmell 
and taſte? So do they too much more ex- 
atly. Have we our AfﬀeRions and Pal- 
ſions? So have hey, their Love, their 
\: Anger, their Grief, their Joy, according 


_ * to:the Occaſions. Do we retain the 


| Memory of things when: they are paſt 
A BS RR. C and 
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and gone? So do they too, of Perſons, 
Kindnefles, and ill Turns. Nor 1s this 
all, even in that which: we pretend our 
peculiar Prerogative, Ratiocination, they 
ſcem to have a-Share too ; their Know- 
ledge extendeth not only to fimple Ob- 
jets, but it is evident by the Subtilty 
and Docibility which is ſo wonderful in 
many of them, even to Propoſitions, Aſ-. 
ſumptions and Dedudtions. . 


Several beneficial and. choice Accom- 
pliſhmencs which are Arts in us, and-at- 
tained with Difficulty, in them are natu- 
ral; and ſome are of Opinion that we 
learned them firſt from them : That we 
had our Architeure from the Nefts of 
the Swallow, our Muf«k from the Notes 
of the Nightingale, our Weaving from the 
Work of the Spider ; our Skill in Simples, 
from Obſervation of what ſeveral of the 
Beaſts in their Extremities have R ecoufſe 
to.. tlowever (without magnifying'2Þ ; 

J thing | 
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thing fancifully) thus much is certain, 


though it be in an inferior Manner, yet 


ſomething they have of all theſethings we 


value our ſelves ſo much upon: And from 
| hence,becaule they are in ſo many things 


ſomething the, ſenſual and ſuperficial Men 
have great Jealouſte that they are the 


ſame: For the preventing or curing 


which dangerous imagination, Inow pro- 
ceed to the better Information, which is 
to be gathered from the I ext, my next 
Propoſition. 


That notwithſtanding this fpecious 


Reſemblance, there is a great and real Dit- 


ference; ſo great, as that we may con- 
clude from it they have-not both the ſame 
End; but that the Spirit of the Man goeth 
upward, though the | Spirit of the Beaſt go- 
eth downward to the Earth.  _ - * 


What hath been ſaid of our Country 
m1 particular " 'that It can /never be icons 


| quered but by it {elf, the Diviſionsand 
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Treacheries-of its own Inhabitants, is as 
true of our Nature in general, it cannot be 
degraded but by it ſelf, the Negle& and 


Abuſe of its own Faculties. 


Did we exerciſe theſe as we might and 
ought, we could not be overcome by an 
Hoſt of ſuch Objections: For thoughwe 
are ſo:much in the Dark about the Hu- 
mane Soul, yet we may well enough di- 
ſeern it, from the Brutal; and notwith- 
ſtanding the ſpecious Appearance of. their 
Likeneſs, yet there is lo vaſt an Qnlike- 
neſs, that it mult - be a very hard thing 
for - him that coolly., thinketh on both, 
really to perſ[wade. himſelf that they. are 
of the ſame kind. 


That this may.appear the clearer, we 
will take a particular View of the chief- 
eſt of thoſe things that ſeem common to 
them with us, wherein it is, pretended that 


There ; 


they parallel us. 


TT F 7: 
There are Four things the Beaſts have 
ſomething of as well as we, 
Onlerſtanding, 
Will, 
Habits, and 


Illuminations. 


Now letus compare each of theſe with 
our own, enquire and ſee whether it' be 


likely they are of the-ſame fort ; and, 


Firſt, Let us look upon their 'Under- 
ſtandings : It is confeſſed, that when they 
firſt appear. in the World, they have 
much the Start of us: and there is not 
any of them, but in chvoſeng their proper 
Food, in knowing their natural Enemies, in 
providing 'for their own Support, have the 
Advantage of an Infant: Beſides theſe, 
ſome” farther Improvements they make 
afterwards themſelves. By Experience, 

Imitation , Inſtitution , they acquire ſuch 
Cunning and Tricks in their way as look 
| very 


oi CF 
{bij very ſ{agacious and farprizing : But yet all 
all |; this is ſtill but the Miniſtry and Work 
1H of Sence, by thoſe Impreſſions which they 
ll receiveupon their Imaginations from Ex- 
i ternal Obje&s: And if all the Know- 
| ledge of Men came fo (large as it is, 
| and ſurmounting theirs)I needs muſt ſay, 
[ the Difference then would be only in De- 


gr CC. 


But beſides this,we have another Way, 
a Superior Way of Knowing, which preſti- 
i deth over this, and when it is out (as oft 
211 VjIR it 1s) correcteth its Miſtakes, and inform- 
p eth it better : If we had no other Guide 
if but that, we ſhould believe the Sur leſs 
vn than a Buſhel, the Moon bigger than any - 
ll of the fixed Stars,with a hundred ſuch like 
jt jj Errors: For ſo they are repreſented to 
ill! the Imagination. Now how come we to\ 
| perceive their Falſenels? How could this 
*10 ever be, it we had not ſomething above 
||| Sence; ſome greater Faculty that did con- 
71 i- . @xoll it? Ic 


Se# © ak 

Tt is true, even this ſo dependeth up- 
on the Diſpoſztion of the Organs, that if 
they are either dete&ive by Nature, or 
decayed by Age, or hurt by a Diſeaſe. 
or diſordered by a Debanch, it is hinder- 
ed in its Operations. So is a curious 
Writer by a lame Hand, or but a bad 
Pen; . but as they, if both never fo well, 
could not make a Letter without his Skill: 
So in this | caſe too, though it cannot , 
where the Organs are at fault, yet (as ap- 
peareth by the Anatomy of our Brain, 
which differeth not conſiderably, except 
in Quantity, from that of Beaſts) it is 
- ſomething higher than thele Organs that 
a& thus : So that here is one Difference, 


' between our Soxls and thoſe of Beaſts, a 
- Difference in their Underſiandings. ==» 


A Second is in their Wills : They chooſe | 

. and. refuſe ſtill as things appear to their 
Senrcs,: pleaſing of arr ls : As they 
| fay:to them, "they go or come; and as Fey 


T6] 
bid them do this, or that , they dp it, 
follow their DiRates conſtantly and qui- 
etly ; and fo it would be with us too,had 
we nothing in us but what they have. 


Bart if zt be ſo, why are we thus ? 'I'wo 
Deſires are in our Breaſts, and two man- 
ner of Wills are ſtrugling in our Boſoms. 


There. is a Law in our Minds that con- +« 


tradieth and . oppoleth the Law of our 
Members; and what the Outward Man 
commandeth, the Inward. often will not 
endure. We cannot without Remorſe 
do many things that we would, and when 
we yield our ſelves to theW:ll of the Fleſh, 
there is ſomething within us, that even 
then reproacheth us for doing ſo. .Info-. 
much that what the rude Twrks do coarſely; 
when they are ſetting tea Debauch, firſt . 
_ giyea Shout; which they fay is a Warn- 
ing to their Soxls to retireinto their Heels, 
that they may not be Witneſſes to their 
intended Beſtiality: All others in ſuch 7; 
Caſes |} 


T7" 
Caſes are fain to do in Efe&,uſe Arts to 
ſhift and get rid of themſelves before they 
can comply well. There are none but 
feel this at one time or other; and what- 
ever they do themſelves, cannot but in- 
wardly approve of thoſe as the moſt ex- 
cellent Perſons, that deny the Senſual 
Part, even in things where the Body 
. would receive no Prejudice by being gra- 


| tified. 


Now how could this be, if there were 
nothing but Corporeal and Material 
Soul in us? Where then ſhould be the 
differing Parties * Doth the ſame Foun- 
tain ſend forth both ſweet Waters and 
bitter? Can the ſame thing be adverſe 
and contrary to it ſelf? Is it fo with the 
, Dog in bis Vomit ? No, this perpetual 
Diſcord argueth there is ſomething pecu- 
Jar in the Sons of Men: And that is a 
. Second Difference between our Spirits and 
: theirs, a Difference in our W:/ls. 

Y -- D A 
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AThird there is in our Habits: I ſpeak 
not of acquired ones, thoſe which are the 
Fruits of frequent Exerciſe and Induſtry. ; 
_ but thole which by the Schools are called 
infuſed ; Such Dilpolitions and Capacities 
as are communicated to, and engratfted _ 
in each by the Author of their Beings, 
And of this kind we have one of mighty 
Moment, ſo peculiar to us, that if there 
were nothing elle to inſtance in, might of 
it ſelf convince us ſufficiently ; and that is 
Religiouſneſs, an Univerlal Bent and Incli- 

nation to the Worſhip and Fear of God. 


They who are moſt for levelling us 
with . the Inferiour Animals, their moſt 
eager Advocates freely grant them fo far 
from this, that they will.not allow them 
the leaſt Apprehenſion of ſuch a Being : 
Nor indeed isit poſſible they ſhould have 
any. How canthey that have.only Cor- . 
poreal Phantaſms frame any Idea of him; } 
Theſe are'ſo far from helping us in form: þ.. 
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ing a diſtin Conception of an Infinite 
Immaterial being, thar Experience ſhew- 
«th they but diſtra& and hinder us, when 
we attend to it: And yet Mankind of all 


Ages, tormer and later, of all Places, civil 


and barbarous, of all Complexious, fan- 


auine and melancholly, of all Capacities, 
wile and weak, as by Inſtin&t and ſecret 


Impulle own and teel after him. 


I know there have been ſome Atheiſts 


in the World ; but I dare ſay, not half 


| fo many as there have been Monſters ; 


and if theſe do not make us alter our O- 
pinion of whatis Natural as to our Shapes ; 


why ſhould thoſe make us call in Queſtt- 


on what 1s ſo as to our Minds ? 


They that pretend this is not any na- 
tural Impreſſion, but only the Influence of 


. Education, contrived for Convenience by 


Politicians, may as well ſay of the Trees 


. In the un-inhabited parts of the World, 
; that they were not produced by the Na- 


D 2» ture 
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ture of the Earth ; bat ſecretly planted 


by a Knot of Gardiners. If it were 
merely Artificial it would not be Uni- 
verlal; and where it was, would decay 
without Care and conſtant looking to : 
But on the contrary, it is ſo agreeable to 
the Humane Soul, that it ſpringeth upin 
all of them; and they who do all they 
can are not able utterly to extirpate it, 
ſo much as out of their ſingle Selves. 
From this Principle and Propenſity cul- 
tivated, ſpring Faith, Devotion, Love, 
Sincerity, Sofineſs of Heart, Denyal of our 
ſekves, Sorrow for Sin, Care for Eternity, 
with many other Heavenly and diſtin- 
guiſhing Qualities, by which Glorious 
Things are ſpoken of thee, Oh thou In- 
ward Man! And do thele look like the 
Produc of Matter and Motion £ Gan Sence 


be the Parent of Moral Vertue? Have < 


Brutes ſuch a Faculty in them as Conſci- + 
ence ? Are the Horſe and the Mule Sub- | 


> 
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jeQs capable of Drvine Grace? If they | 
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are not, why ſhould it be thought they 
have ſuch Spirits as we? That is a Toird- 
Difterence between our Spirits and theirs, 
a Difference in our Habits. 


I ſhall add a Fourth as apparent 
as any, and that is a Difference in their 
Illuminations. This I mention diſtin& 
from the Underſtanding, as meaning by 
it only that partof their Cnowledge where- 
in both are merely paſ#ve, and contribute 
nothing. Of this kind the Creatures a- 
bout us every one haye their Omer, what 
is {ufhcient and convenient for them un- 
accountably pur into them by the provi- 
dent Hand of him that made them: but 
with Men, beſides that Candle of the Lord 
(as the wife Man calleth it) ſet up mn the - 
whole Specres, there is ſometimes a Super- 
natural Light that ſhineth in upon Indi- | 
dividuals; and the Father of Spirits upon 
Occaſion hath been plealed to honor 


them with Revelations; at ſundry Times, 
$n and 


FR 
and in divers Manners, ſpeaking to them 
himſelf immediately. For though there 
have been great Frauds and Impoſtures 
about theſe matters ; and ſuch. things have 
often been pretended by ſome, and. as oft 
believed -by others where there was no 
Realty : Yer he mult be very skeptical 
indeed, that upon that Account wall give 
Credit to none. Who can reaſonably 
doubt but the Divine Myſteries of our 
Faith were communicated this way, when 
he recolle&ethby how many mighty Mi- 
racles this manner of their Conveyance 
hath been confirmed to us ? Who can 
make any Queſtion but that the ſeveral 
Propheſzes in Scripture were imparted in 
this manner, when he findeth how the E- 
vents many Hundreds of Years after ſo 
punRually and preciſely anſwered the Pre- 
ditions ? 


fl L 37] 

Tt is true, this hath been the Caſe com- 
paratively but of tew Perſons ; but be- 
ing as well ſatisfied as we can be of Mat- 
ter of Fact that it hath been of any, the 
Argument hath ſtill the ſame Force, and 
equally proveth what it is alleadged for ; 
as if 1t were univerſal and conſtant, vis. 
that we have a more peculiar way of 1/- 
lJumination ; by Orim and Thummim, by 
Dreams and Viſions, by Anpels and In- 
ſpirations , things above our Underſtan- 
ding, and Secrets that were” then to 
come have been manifeſted to ſome: for 
the Benefit of all : And is this to be 
over-looked as nothing ? Shall it procure 
them no Veneration, that God himſelf 
taketh {ſuch Signal Notice of them ? Are 


any but ours Partakers of this Privi- 


ledge t 
\ | The Three former ſpeak a clear Dit- 


ference in Kind, and are alſo ſuch pro- 
bable Arguments of the Immortality of our 
Spirits, 


24 ] 
Spirits, though theirs are; mortal, that they 
and ſuch like have always obtained gene- 
ral Belief. I will not ſay they are to 
concluding, as that nothing can be obje- 
ed againſt them: Perhaps Natural Light 
cannot fully demonſtrate it: But if we 
take in this laſt alſo, that of Divine Re- 
welations, then there remaineth no more 
place for doubting. For beſides the great 
unlikelihood, that the Almighty, ſhould 
manifeſt himſelf in ſuch gracious needleſs 
manner to Spirits of that low Rank, 
(Doth God take Care for Oxen) this is one 
thing he hath revealed to them, that they 
are.not ſuch ; and that there is not onl 
a Difference as to their Kind; but alſo as 
to their End. The Spirit of the Man go- 
eth upward, &c. 


And were' this refle&ed on fo ſeriouſly 
as it ought, that our Spirits die not with 
our Bodies; but have an Everlaſting Du- 


ration, what manner of Perſons would - | 
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it make us? How careful that ir may be 
well with them when they go from hence? 
To this Solomon alſcribeth the Sins and 


Vanities he complaineth of in Humane 
Life, that they were not ſo well convin- 
ced, and did not ſo well confidec: rheir 
own Excellency and Immortality. And 
this bringeth me to the Jaſt Propoſition [ 
am to ſpeak to, Namely that 


- The Obſervation and confidering of 
this Difference between our Spirits and 
thoſe of the Beaſts would be an Excellent 
Means for the mortifying and amending 
the Miſcarriages and Vanities of Humane 
Life. Who knoweth, &c. The reaſon of 
them he ſuppoſeth is their not being ſuth- 
ciently poſſefled and affe&ted with this. 


When Saint Paul reaſoned of Jude- 
ment to come it made Licentious Felxtrem- 
ble. We, ltatiar-like that ring the'Bells 
to. drown the Noiſe of thunder, expel 
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out of our Minds {uch ſevere and ſtartling 
thoughts, with the lowd Tuſtruments of 
this Worlds Buſineſs and Enjoyments, did 
we not, it muſt needs be fo with us too : 
It is the not meditating upon our future 
State that maketh us behave our ſelves as 


we do, a concelt that they may dye like 
Beaſts that hardneth Men to live fo. 


The moſt Notorious Miſcarriages of 
Men Solomon in this Book hath ranked un- 
der theſe three Heads, 

V oluptuouſneſs, 
Earthly mindedneſs, and 
Prophaneneſs. 


Theſe are the unhappy Mothers of all 
the other either Sins or Follies he maketh 
remarques on. Now the firm belief and 
Solemn Confideration of this great Arti- 
cle, he more than onee remembreth us 


would be a Cure for all of them 
Fiſt 


LM 
Firft for Voluptuouſneſs, 

A receipt for this ought not a little to 
be prized, if it were but for the rifeneſs of 


the Diſtemper which is ſo very catching. 


Indeed none fo apt to be infected with it 
as thoſe in great and Proſperous Circum- 
ſtances; their Temptations are extraordi- 


nary, and though ſometimes their under- 


ſtandings be 1o too, yet they are violent- 
ly born down by them : It appeareth by 
his own Pen here Chap. 2. fo it-fared with 
Solomon himſelf for ſome Years, notwith- 


ſtanding all his Knowledge and Accom- 


pliſhments : but though thele chiefly, it 
1s not theſe only that are cn{nared by her : 
She hath Idolatries of all forts, and not 
only they that wear ſoft Cloathing, but 
they that are ſcarce able to cover their 
Nakednels, devote themſelves to her. 


Now if with ſuch our Inclinations there 


ſhould meet this ſad Deluſion, that there 


is no Life but this, what hopes would 


E 2 there 
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there be of amending or reclaiming Men ? 


When once they haveimbibed this Opiat 
Principle , there will be no: awakening 
them-; then they will reckon it not their 
fayling but their Philolophy to indulge 
themſelves. Accordingly this fortof Peo- 
ple uſed among the Antients to place a 
Scull upon the Table at their Feaſts, not 
to corre&- but provoke their Extravagan- 
cies, to keep them Sober but to make them 
Madder ; that ſeeing they mult ſhortly 
be ſuch as that, they ſhould live as faſt as 
they could; and be diligent to get. their fill 
of Senſuallity. 


But with what Horror doth he that is 
convinced of his exiſtence beyond the 
.Grave look upon ſuch Reſolutions? what 
Stomach can he have to ſuch dangerous 
Dainties, that looketh forward upon the 
everlaſting Conſequenees ? It was wittily 
aid of the:Poet-i2 Athenens, If the Head- 
-ach did but come firſt, Men would not 

® 15Y be 
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be drunk : And St. Aſtin defcanting up- 
on that deſperate Paſſage of them in the 
Prophet [ſarah 22. Let us eat and drink , for 
to morrow we ſhall die. Certainly ( faith 
he.) thele men were diſtracted as well as 
debauched , that could conclude thus : 
Had they been |themlelves it would ra- 
ther have been, |Let us faſt and pray, let 
us repent and redeem our time, for to mor- 
row we ſhall die. This is found and pro- 
per arguing, ſuch as Conſcience can make 
no Reply to ;. and therefore no more 1s 
laid tothe wild Extravagant, Chap. 11. 9. 
but only this, Know thou that for all theſe 
things God will bring thee into Judgment. 
Ic is ſuppoled ſuch a Rational Creature 
as Man, when he cometh to think leri- 
ouſly upon this, will be wiſer than to 


walk in the ways of his own Heart, and the 


Light of bis own Eyes. 


That 15: a- Firſt thing! inliſted ON . 
-that' a due Conſideration of the:Nature 


of. 


Ys : 


of our Spirits would prevent the Sins of 
V oluptuouſneſs. 


A Second is Earthly-mindedneſs. This 
he ſpeaketh of in the fourth, and again 
Chap. 6. as another Reigning Vanity : 
The former is a Sin againſt our {elves ; 
this againſt our Neighbours; being the 
. Cauſe of all that Oppreſſion, Coulenage, 
Uncharitablenels, Envying , Ambition, 
Contention that the World is peſterd 
and diſturbed with. W hence come all theſe 
unſeemly and miſchievous Doings, but 
from not conſidering, that this is = our 
Paſſage to the place we muſt dwell for 
ever in; and that according to our Be- 
haviour in the way here, will be our 
Entertainment at our Journeys End? 
Were this well imprinted on us, as much 
need as we have of thele things, ſurely 
we could never think we have ſo much, 
as for the while, the uncertain little while 
we can enjoy them, to do that in pur- 


_-: . ae. 
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ſuit of them, that will make us er{--: 
bluſh or tremble, be either aſham'd or 
afraid when we are to leave them. VV hen 
Scipio in Tully is relating the Dream of 
his Aſcenſion among the Stars, he faith, 
as he looked down from thence upon 
the Earth, the whole looked like fo dull 
and inconfiderable a Spot, that he was 
'abaſhed and out of Countenance,to think 
'of the Meanneſs of Men, in making ſuch 
a Stir and Dultle for any of the Scraps 
and Pieces of it. Indeed, he that goerh 
up into the Mount, and Iooketh upon 
the things above, the Tranſcendent Glo- 
ries that we are deſigned for muſt needs 
have the ſame T houghts; the things of 
this World cannot but from thence 
look very ſmall and little to him. The 
Apoſtle fpeaking of them that ared in 
Faith, in the Faith of theſe Great Arti- 
cles, Hebr. 11. giveth them this Chara- 


der, that they looked upon themſelves as - 
Strangers and Pilgrims on the Earth : No 


. more 
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more ſet their Hearts upon that, than the 
Traveller on .the Inn he only lodgeth in 
for a Night, and on the morrow mult be 
oone from; think of it for their preſent 
Convenience, but by no means dote of 
it as their Standing Happineſs. TI his is 
the Natural Relulc and Conſequence of 
ſuch Perſwaſtons and Meditations: And 
that is a Second fort of Evils the Conſi- 
deration of the Nature of our Spirits 
would prevent, thoſe of Earthly-minded- 


neſs. 
The Third is Profaneneſs, which is 


mentioned in this, and again treated on 

more largely Chap. 9. as under the Firſt 
Head are comprehended the Sins againſt 
our ſekves ; under the Second thoſe againſt 
our Neighbour ; 1o under this, thoſe more 
diretly and immediately againſt God: A- 
theiſm, Infidelity, Blaſphemy, and thoſe 
fooliſh,as much as hurtful Sins, that bring 
as great Reproach as Guilt upon them 

Ld they 


811%; 


they art” found 

 Sylla, that he was much more exaſpera- 
ted againſt the Athenians for what they 
faid againſt him, than what they did : 
The one he looked upon as more excu- 
ſable, being in their own Defence ; but 
the other he would make no Conſtruci- 
on of, but that it was merely ſpiteful. 
Something like it may be faid in this caſe 
what Men do againſt the Honour of 
God, admitteth comparatively of ſome 
Pity and Extenuation from our Frailties 
and ftrong Temptations: "This is Hn- 
mane Nature; but to ſpeak againſt it, and 
teach Men fo to do, where no Senſitive 
Appetite is gratified, this is-ſuch a Plato- 
nick Love of Wickednefs, as looketh 
merely malicious and Diabolical. | 


- Now theſe forts of Sitts which this 
Age hath ſo abounded: in, 'it is a more 
proper Remedy for than any. Te is ati 
cant - NE pon any Sin, \ © miti- 
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Won "as Point of this 
they. ſee nothing ;. and. with 
E upon it as the Reſtineſs os 
& of the Aſſe, to make any 
_— it iN -it;, when onee with: his their 
 Eyes:we -ppicidarry they acknowledge 

| os zeis, Etror, and are aſtoniſhed at. the 
ERanger. Who will diſpute againſt Pro- 
= a#Fidence that owneth a Future State ? 
SF Who droll upon the Scriptures that 
'” thinketh in them he. hath Eternal Life? 
Who.make; a Mock at Sin, that believ- 
ethi there'-is: a-: Worm that dieth- not-? 
Who. difobey them that rule over them 
In. the Lord, ' that confidereth they 
. watch for their Souls? Such-an effettual 
vtop ; would. it give to. the. Sins of Men 
of- hi Kinds, -to:be ſenſible of. this Im- 
Portant Truth, T bat the Spirit F Man go- 
Bh aprardghongh the Spirtt of i emf go. 
WP; downward to the Earth. 
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you do acknowledge it; a 3 
that (miſerable Riddles of 
we are!) How very little is tft Rf ; =o 
of theſe Fruits? This Man, faith : 
keth no doubt of it, and yet livery m 

Rioting and Drunkenneſs, in Chamberivg 
and Wamonneſs, and many other Vices, 
of which it is expreſly faid, that they 
who do ſuch things ſhall not inherit the 
Kingdom of God. Another pretendeth he 
doth believe it, and yet is covetous and #** 
proud, unjuſt and bard hearted, and maketh // pf] 
no better uſe of the Mammon of -Unrighte- 
- ouſneſs, than thoſe uncharitable -ones that 
were to depart accurſed into Emerhaſting 
Burnings. A Third profeſſeth heiis con- 
vinced of ; it; but _ a little ſleep; pes -_— 
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kttle ſunker, arid ic not 
' Day is, though the Night is coming, when 


10 man can work, 


| And | this our Kindnels to- our bet- 


it was better being his Hog than his Son. 


what it is. How do we grve it cauſe to 
lament its own Dignity, and be troubled 
atits Prerogative! to be frighted. to think 


figh with Sadneſs, Oh'that I hal been 
thy Body! then thou would'ft have fed 
and cloathed' me. -/Oh that T had betn 


a Gb Gita rhaves ine; - Gh chat" Bid 
dd In thy*Child! then thon would thi 
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ter Part > What Awguſtus is (aid to have 
replied, when-told how Herod had killed. 
all the Males from two years old andun- 
der, and among the reſt his own; That 


This precious Heavenly Gueſt within us. 
may too, wiſh it had'been any thing but 


itchach no End, and- repine- that tt was 
not a Lamb or Worm! How may it 


thy Frient! rhen-thou wouldifthivebeen 
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hid ap oy ovided for me,” Now 
Wretch that I am, I can have no- Re- 
gard; but am daily expoſed to Everlaſt- 
ing Hazards for Humors, Toys and F ol- 


lies |! 


To ſtop. all ſuch too juſt Rewonithh 
for the time to come, let us, in this Solemn 
Seaſon, for the judging of our ſelves, 
take their Caſ into. beer Conlideras- 
on. Ulſe them fo while they are in the 
Body,as we ſhall with we had done when. 
they are going forth of it. Let'us not 
for the ſake of any thing that is Tempo- 
ral, make a Forfeiture of that. which.is 


Feanal': : Noor-to: pleaſe that part of us 


2 which goerb downward to the E arth, 1 
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